Woodland & Hilltop Friends & Neighbors

Building Our Inter-Connected & Resilient Neighborhood

Skills of the Handmade World: Sharing & Learning What our Grandparents Knew

In the fifties my family would climb into the Buick sometime during the summer and roll up the east coast to Vermont to see my Mom’s folks—Grandma & Grandpa Smith. They lived in Proctor, an idyllic town that had a post office, a barbershop, a library and the Union Church…also a lake for swimming in the summer and a flooded field for skating in the winter.  The air was crisp up there in the summertime and no mosquitoes!

My Grandma served the best applesauce in the world…it was smooth, cool, creamy and tasted like the apples had just come off the tree. She had a pantry full of treasures like this that she could serve year round all from their fruit trees and their garden. Much of what they needed came out of Grandpa’s workshop or Grandma’s sewing room or kitchen. I imagine their skills made them resilient and served their family and neighbors well through a Depression & two World Wars. Through my grandchild eyes, they were magic.

Take a look at these skills of a resilient neighborhood and, if you are willing and interested, mark the skills your household can do already with a Y  (Y is for Yes)
Mark the skills you would be willing to teach with a T

Mark the skills you are interested to learn with a L…add to the list, if you like.

1. Organic Gardening & Seed Saving

2. Food Processing & Preservation

3. Sewing, Mending, Crocheting, Knitting, or Weaving

4. Hunting, Fishing, Gathering

5. Animal Husbandry (chickens & goats)
6. Construction Skills (with manual tools if necessary)
7. Energy Conservation, Alternative Energy & Fuels

8. Water Harvesting & Purification

9. Basic First Aid & Natural Medicine (herbal remedies)
10. Mechanics, Motor Repair, Bike Repair

11. Soap, Cleansers, Candle Making

My hope is that you will return this survey to me by computer, phone or in person so that we can get a good picture of our collective skills and see which areas we need to learn for our neighborhood to be resilient, fulfilled and joyous in uncertain times.  

I would love it if we could share and learn together in a series of  ReSkilling  House Parties where music, stories, good food and young & old are welcome and engaged.

Perhaps the first one will be a “Planning Your Garden” party in February.

Your Neighbor & Friend—Bill Mettler     

131 Woodland Rd. Wyncote     215 885-8936    WMMettler3@aol.com
